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ALI:  "The  Peoples  Champ" 


Massachusetts  will  have  its  first  black  Senator  when  Rep.  BUI 
Owens  (D-Mattapan)  goes  to  the  Stale  House  this  Jan.  (Photo 
courtesy  of  the  Christian  Science  Monitor). 


ANALYSIS: 

NOTES  ON  THE  SIT-IN 


by  Ted  Thomas 

Onyx  Advisor 

WHEREIN  SOMETHING 
ACTUALLY  HAPPENED: 

Something  happened  on  Oct. 
'it,  1974,  that's  for  sure.  On  a 
brisk  Friday  morning  an 
estimated  300  black  students 
gathered  in  Norlheastern's 
quadrangle,  and  then  marched 
tc  the  dear,  of  students  office 
where  a  "peaceful  sit-in"  was 
staged. 

By  all  available  accounts 
the  sit-in  was  an  orderly,  and 
to  a  degree,  necessary  show  of 
black  student  solidarity 
following,  as  it  did,  a  series  of 
incidents  which  reeked  of 
racism.  At  least  the  University 
was  pleased  with  the  conduct 
"I  i lie  black  students  involved 
in  the  sit-in,  and  not  a  few  of 
N.U.'s  administrators  were 
quite  vocal  in  that  regard. 

These  administrators  were 
vocal,  too,  when  the  time 
came  for  them  to,  under  the 
pressure  of  ultimatum,  accept 
or  reject  the  demands,  and  in 
spite  of  wide-spread  belief  to 
the  contrary  the  demands 
could  have  been  turned  down. 
But  the  demands  were  not, 
and  the  soft-spoken  executive 
vice-president  of  N.U., 
Kenneth  G.  Ryder,  was 
quoted  elsewhere  as  saying, 
"every  demand  by  the 
students  has  been  fair  and 
quite  reasonable." 

University  officials  also 
promised  that  each  demand 
would  be  implemented  by 
Friday  Oct.  18,  1974.  To  date 
the  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  demands  --  many  of  them 
key  -  have  not  been  met.  A 
close  look  at  the  demands, 
themselves,  might  explain 
why. 

THE  DEMANDS,  IN 
WHICH  MAJOR  FLAWS 
VPPEAR:  The  attitude  that  a 
demonstration  is  an  end  in 
ilsel!  is  something  which 
should  have  been  discarded 
along  with  other  notions,  like 
"you  ain't  black  'cause  you 
ain't  got  no  afro."  A 
demonstration  is  a  show  of 
strength.  It's  that  simple.  The 
larger  the  numbers  of 
demonstrators,  the  greater  the 


impression  they  will  have  on 
their  target  --  in  this  case  the 
Administration  of  North- 
eastern University.  A 
demonstration  has  little 
political  value  beyond  that. 
Nor  does  a  list  of  demands 
which  leaves  open  gigantic 
gaps,  which  can  be  used  by 
shrewed  men  to  weaken  if  not 
totally  alter  the  "real" 
meaning  cf  the  demands. 

One  of  the  demands 
presented  to  University  of- 
ficials on  Oct.  11,  for  instance, 
says:  "A  public  statement  be 
made  by  the  University  on 
busing  and  quality  education," 

At  first  glance  the  demand 
seems  solid,  at  second  glance 
is  profondly  inadequate. 
Primarily  because  it  fails  to 
stipulate  how  the  "public 
statement"  is  to  be  made.  Will 
the  statement  be  made  via  the 
national  media  (which  it 
should  be,  since  busing  in 
Boston  has  attracted  national 
attention)?  Will  a  press 
statement  be  issued  by 
University  officials  to  all  of 
Boston's  newspapers?  Will  the 
various  t.v.  news  programs  be 
contacted?  It  can  be 
reasonably  assured  that  they 
will  not,  because  the  demand 
only  asks  for  a  public 
statement.  Which  means 
theoretically  Asa  Knowles 
could  drift  into  N.U.'s  student 
cafeteria  one  day  at  noon  sit 
down  at  a  table  occupied  by 
half-a-dozen  people  and 
exclaim:  "Hey  'yall  North- 
eastern University  supports 
Boston's  desegregation  efforts 
and  we  are  with  you  all  the 
way  with  quality  education." 
That  would  satisfy  that 
particular  demand.  As  far  as 
can  be  determined  N.U.'s  so- 
called,  and  often  quoted 
educational  innovator,  has  not 
even  done  that.  The  demand 
would  have  been  more  ef- 
fective if  it  had  said,  for 
example:  "A  public  statement 
be  made  by  University  ad- 
ministrators via  the  national 
media  on  busing  and  quality 
education." 

The  provision  of  another 
demand  says  "'increase 
campus   patrol   in   the  dor- 
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By  Michael  (Hat)  Williams 
Onyx  Staff 

On  October  29,  1974  in 
Zaire,  Africa  the  world, 
looking  through  closed  circuit 
television,  witnessed  the 
rebirth  of  one  of  America's 
few  living  legends  as 
Muhammad  Ali  recaptured 
the  heavyweight  cham- 
pionship of  the  world,  a  title 
which  had  been  taken  away 
from  him. 

Some   viewers   may  have 
looked    at    the    fight  with 
amazement   during   the  be- 
ginning  when   Ali  would 
retreat  to  the  ropes  and  curl 
up  while  Foreman  would  send 
hard  punches  to  Ali's  elbows 
and    hips.    But   during  the 
motion  of  each  round,  Ali 
would  roll  off  the  ropes  and 
snap  a  combination  or  two  or 
three  to  Foreman's  head.  But 
in  the  eight  round,  all  the 
amazement  and  questioning  of 
the  fight  stopped  when  Ali 
whirled   off   the   ropes  and 
popped  George  Foreman  with 
a  left  that  straightened  him  up 
and  then  followed  up  with  a 
right    and    left    that  sent 
Foreman  on  a  TWA  flight 
back  to  California  -  without 
the     heavyweight  cham- 
pionship of  the  world. 

Some  viewed  the  fight  as  a 
rebirth  of  a  man  that  had  put 
excitement  and  glory  into 
boxing  back  in  the  60's.  Others 
spoke  of  it  as  the  people 
finally  getting  the  "peoples' 
champion"  back. 

And  by  listening  to  the 
chants  of  Ah-Lee,  Ah-Lee, 
spread  all  over  screens  and 
theaters  all  over  America,  one 
can  hardly  dispute  that  claim. 

A  lot  of  things  were  hap- 
pening around  us,  and  it 
seemed  because  of  the  odds 
against  Ali,  he  would  never 
regain  his  tide  and  status 
back. 

Some  said  he  was  too  old. 
Others  said  Foreman  was  too 
good.  But  on  October  29th  in 
Zaire,  the  butterfly  and  the 
bee  came  together  again  to 
bring  the  spirits  of  the  60's 


BLACK  STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS 

By  Melanie  White 
Si    Beverly  Benn 

Onxy  Staff 

One  of  the  newest  Black 
student  organizations  is  an 
outing  club.  Formed  this  fall, 
the  members  meet  every 
second  and  fourth  Thursdav  m 
the  month.  Sam  Stevenson, 
die  club's  co-ordinator  invites 
Black  students  to  meet  with 
club  members  in  room  105  ol 
the  Amilcar  Cabral  Student 
Center  in  the  African- 
American  Institute. 

The  group  was  organized 
"'to  give  Black  students  an 
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Muhammad  Ali  (Photo  courtesy  of  TIME! 


back  with  the  heavyweight 
champion  of  the  world  as  we 
heard  (he  old  familiar  chant  in 
our  ears. 

"I'm  gonna  float  like  a 
butterfly  and  sting  like  a  bee, 


his  hands  can't  hit  what  his 
eyes  can't  see".  The  spirit  of 
the  Peoples'  Champion  of  the 
60's  is  back,  and  we  can  only 
hope  that  the  people  are  back 
with  him  too. 
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NEWS  NOTES 


November  14 

Nelson  Stevens,  artist  and  professor  of  art,  UMass- 
Amherst,  a  lecture  on  "Pluralism  that  Exists  in  Con- 
temporary Art".  Wellesley  Public  Schools  Senior  High 
School  Auditorium,  7:30  p.m.  Admission  free. 

★  ★  ★  ★  ★ 
November  16 

"Black  Woman  Discover  Yourself",  an  all-day  symposium. 
Guest  speaker,  Marcia  Ann  Gillespie,  editor.  Essence;  film 
showing,  Sounder;  panel  discussion;  awards  presentation. 
Beginning  at  9  a.m.,  Boston  University  Conference 
Auditorium,  George  Sherman  Union,  775  Commonwealth 
Ave.  For  further  information  contact  King  Center,  353-3791 . 

★  ★  ★  ★  ★ 

"An  Evening  of  Marvin  Gaye",  a  tribute  to  Marvin  Gaye 
featuring  Webster  Lewis  and  the  Post  Pop  Space  Rock  Be- 
Bop  Gospel  Tabernacle  Chorus  and  orchestra;  presented  by 
the  community  Services  Department,  New  England  Con- 
servatory of  Music.  Jordan  Hall.  8:30  p.m.  Admission  $2.50, 
students  $1.50. 

★  *  *  ★  ★ 

November  21 

Dr.  Samuel  Allen,  poet  and  professor  of  English,  BU,  a 
lecture  -  "Directions  in  Black  Writing  from  Dunbar  to  the 
New  Black  Poetry",  Wellesley  Public  Schools,  Senior  High 
School  Auditorium,  7:30  p.m.  Admission  free. 

★  ★  *  ★  ★ 

November  24 

Sayif  Mujahadah  and  Blakluv  with  Ritual,  poetry  and 
music  in  Concert,  Clark  University,  8  p.m. 

★  *  *  ★  ★ 

November  23 

A  Regional  Working  Conference  on  Black  Students, 

sponsored  by  the  UMass-Boston  African-American  Studies 
Program,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Speakers  include  the  chair-persons 
of  the  Black  Studies  Departments  of  Brandeis,  Northeastern, 
UMass-Amherst,  UMass-Boston,  and  Wellesley.  Workshops 
in  curriculum  development,  what  happens  to  Black  Studies 
Majors,  inter-institutional  sharing  of  resources,  etc. 

Contact:  Bruce  Hare,  acting  director,  African-American 
Studies,  UMass-Boston:  617-287-1900.  ext.  2444. 

The  Black  Avant  Garde,  located  at  85  W.  Newton  St.,  is 
open  to  all  to  come  down  and  enjoy  an  intimate  atmosphere 
of  music,  poetry,  drama,  and  exhibits  every  Sat.  evening. 
8:00  p.m.  to  1:00  a.m.  Refreshments  include  herb  teas  and 
other  natural  foods.  Donations  $1. 

+  For  additional  information  (admission  fees,  scheduling 
changes,  etc.)  on  Clark  University  functions,  contact  Public 
Information  Office,  793-7441. 


The  Editor's 
Mailbox 


A-Thought-For- Today 

"Black  consciousness  is  not  the  question  but  rather  (the 
question  is)  from  which  community  one  comes  from.  If  you 
know  that,  you  can  identify  with  black  people  anywhere  in 
the  world  then.  That  is  all  that  is  necessary." 

-A  black  person  In  Mississippi 
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Dear  Editor, 

Your  recent  issue  was 
simply  great  --  layout  and 
content.  That's  the  Onyx  I 
used  to  work  for  and  know; 
keep  on  keeping  on. 

loyce  Clark 


Blurb  of 
the  Week 


"Did  you  have  a  good  night?" 
-President  Ford  to  the 
hospitalized  former 
president,  Richard  Nixon, 
who  Is  recovering  from  shock. 


EDITORIAL: 

WANTED,  BLACK 
STUDENTS 

Many  Black  students  are  not  taking  advantage  of  the 
activities  offered  by  the  African-American  Institute.  Some 
complain  that  it  is  located  too  far  from  the  rest  of  the 
University. 

The  Institute's  location  Is  not  Inconvenient  when  there  are 
dances  given;  but  other  activities,  and  organizations  lack 
student  support  when  it  is  needed  most. 

There  are  other  services  provided  by  the  Institute  which 
are  aimed  primarily  at  helping  Black  students  to  reach  their 
educational  goals.  Counseling  and  the  tutorial  services  are 
two  of  them. 

Freshmen,  in  particular,  and  upper-classmen  should  lake 
advantage  of  these  services.  Do  not  wait  unlD  mid-term 
exams  are  upon  you  before  deciding  that  you  should  have 
sought  help  In  a  particular  course. 

After  mid-term  exams  are  given,  one  can  decide  then 
whether  or  not  there  is  a  need  for  help.  All  students  wDl  not 
need  assistance,  or  tutoring  In  order  to  compete  successfully 
at  Northeastern.  But  those  who  do  need  this  assistance 
should  not  wait  until  the  last  minute  to  seek  it. 

The  mid-term  exams  will  be  an  Indication  of  how  well  one 
will  do  on  the  final  exams.  Of  course,  the  final  exams  will 
decide  whether  you  will  remain  at  Northeastern  University  ■- 
or  CAN  you  remain  at  the  University. 


Freedom:  What's  the  next  joke? 


by  James  E.  Coleman,  Jr. 

DETROIT  —  Life's  un- 
predictable. When  you  think 
you've  just  about  got  it  made, 
something  comes  along  and 
shatters  the  crystal. 

I  remember  having  had  a 
letter  in  The  Boston  Globe 
about  five  years  ago  com- 
plaining about  Richard  M. 
Nixon's  policy  of  "benign 
neglect"  toward  school  in- 
tegration. About  three  days 
after  it  appeared,  I  received 
an  anonymous  note  reminding 
me  how  tough  it  would  be  if  I 
were  in  South  Africa.  That's 
the  problem:  There's  always 
some  place  Americans  can 
■  point  to  where  life  would  be 
tougher. 

If  you've  ever  spent  any 
time  in  Boston,  you  probably 
like  it  as  much  as  I  do.  That's 
especially  true  if  yam  iwent  to 
school  there.  It's  a  more 
relaxed  city  than  New  York, 
and  Massachusetts'  beautiful 
coast  is  easily  reached  without 
the  headaches  that  attend 
getting  out  of  New  York. 

Yet.  in  spite  of  ap- 
pearances, Boston  has  never 
been  as  liberal  as  most  people 
have  believed.  And  as  autumn 
reared  its  neck  over  the  Bay 
State  this  year,  all  pretense 
evaporated  as  the  school 
buses  began  to  roll. 

It's  not  just  Boston,  though. 
It  happened  in  New  York,  in 
Detroit,  wherever  black 
children  have  been  bused  into 
an  area  to  sit  next  to  white 
children,  supposedly  to  get  an 
education. 

Those  of  us  who  have  gone 
through  the  American 
educational  system,  who  have 
suffered  the  indignities  and 
humiliation  heaped  upon  on 
us  by  thoughtful  Americans 
whose  only  interest  was 
"quality  education,"  had 
hoped  that  things  had 
changed.  It's  not  worth  the 
pain  —  and  the  lessons  are  not 
learned. 

Perhaps  nothing  better 
describes  the  situation  of 
black  people  in  America  than 


the  announcement  by  Gerald 
R.  Ford's  aides,  after  he  had 
fortuitously  become 
President,  that  a  black  person 
would  not  be  considered  for 
his  Vice  President:  The 
country  wasn't  ready  for  it. 

Fine.  But  in  saying  that, 
(hey  also  (old  a  few  million 
young  black  children  that  they 
could  dream  all  the  dreams 
they  wanted,  as  long  as  they 
tempered  them  with  realism. 
It's  fine  to  want  to  be 
President,  like  little  white 
children  get  to  be,  only  be 
prepared  to  settle  for 
something  on  the  order  of 
Associate  Secretary  of  Health, 
Education  and  Welfare  for 
Tokenism.  Thank  you,  Mr. 
President,  you  certainly  put  us 
in  our  place. 

But  some  people  keep 
trying.  "Look  at  the  progress 
you  have  made  over  these  few 
hundred  years,"  we  are  told. 
The  consolation  is  about  the 
same  as  (hat  of  the  family  of 
the  dead  man  who  is  told  by 
(he  surgeon,  "We  didn't  save 
him.  but  look  at  the  fine  job 
we  did  in  closing  up  (he 
wound!" 

Will  black  people  ever  be 
free  in  America?  Well,  it 
depends.  Freedom  is  really  a 
state  of  mind.  Courts  can  issue 
orders,  and  politicians  can 
make  speeches  and  pass  laws, 
but  the  real  test  comes  when 
(he  buses  are  unloaded,  when 
the  furniture  is  unpacked,  and 
when  nine  o'clock  comes  on 
I  he  first  day  of  the  new  job. 

All   the   degrees   and  in- 


telligence in  the  world  don't 
immunize  you  against  the  pain 
of  being  called  a  nigger  and 
told  that  your  presence, 
anywhere,  lowers  the  quality 
of  the  place. 

Some  people  insult  you  to 
your  face;  others  do  it 
anonymously:  and  still  others 
do  it  more  subtly,  as  when 
they  tell  you  you  can't  be  Vice 
President,  even  if  you're 
qualified. 

So  we  work  hard,  try  not  to 
dream  too  much,  and  pay 
ridiculous  prices  for  houses  in 
neighborhoods  where  we 
lower  property  values.  Will  we 
ever  be  free? 

Freedom,  as  I  said,  is  a  state 
of  mind.  The  real  question  is, 
as  long  as  Americans  feel  a 
need  to  fear  the  freedom  of 
black  people,  will  America 
ever  be  free? 

That's  probably  why  some 
of  us  are  still  able  to  smile:  as 
the  person  who  reminded-  me 
of  the  difficulties  I  would  have 
in  South  Africa  was  trying  to 
tell  me,  everything  is  relative. 

The  same  walls  that  keep  us 
out  keep  them  in.  They  ought 
to  know  that  by  now. 
James  E.  Coleman  Jr.  b  a  clerk 
for  a  Federal  district  judge  in 
Detroit. 

Reprinted  from  the  November 
2,  1974  edition  of  The  Boston 

Globe. 


Help  a  brofher 


The  Amilcar  Cab  nil  Student  Center,  at  41  Leon  St.,  is  open 
every  day  lor  use  by  BLACK  STUDENTS.  For  more  info, 
call  Janice  Bell  at  437-3141.  The  Center's  and  Janice's  hours 
are  listed  below. 

CENTER  HOURS 

Mon.  through  Thurs  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

Frl  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 

Sat  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Sun  2  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Janice  Bell's  Hours  at  the  Center 

Mon.  and  Tues  2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

Wed   .  .3:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

I  hurs  2:00  p.m.  to  7:00  p.m. 

Frl  12:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
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Observations  of        book  review: 

Number  14922  Uhuru  Kitabu  (Freedom  Book) 


by  Jesse  Lang 

The  following  is  an  edited 
extract  from  an  essay  by  a 
black  prisoner  describing 
personalities  and  events  at 
"MSP".  The  Institute  of  the 
Black  World  decided  to  print 
the  article  not  only  for  the 
public  to  realize  what  little 
progress  has  been  made  since 
Attica,  but  for  the  public  to 
understand  the  relationships 
between  black  life  on  the 
inside  and  black  life  "on  the 
outside." 

A  lull-length  version  of  the 
essay  Is  available  from  the 
Institute,  87  Chestnut  Street. 
S.W.,  Atlanta,  Georgia  30314. 


George  Jackson  was 
surrounded  by  racists,  but  not 
like  these.  These  racists  will 
come  in  gangs  of  ten,  twelve 
men  strong  to  get  one.  They 
will  beat  you  to  death  and 
nothing  will  be  done  about  it. 
For  example,  in  1969,  a  very 
close  associate  of  mine  by  the 
name  of  Thomas  Taylor-f, 
who  had  done  14  months  in 
seclusion  for  stabbing  another 
inmate,  was  released  from 
Maximum  Security.  Taylor 
was  so  psychotic  after  he 
came  out  that  none  of  his 
former  friends  would 
associate  with  him.  He 
thought  that  these  people  had 
mined  his  body  by  putting  him 
in  that  shut-in  cell  all  of  that 
time,  and  that  if  he  could  get 
the  body  of  another  person,  he 
could  regain  his  stamina.  They 
had  ruined  his  mind. 

From  the  very  sight  of 
Taylor,  one  could  see  that  he 
was  "off".  His  eyes  were 
cocked,  his  face  impassive  and 
his  equilibrium  off.  I  checked 
into  his  situation  and  found 
out  how  he  was  driven  insane. 
He  was  put  on  the  same  tier 
with  the  men  on  death  row,  all 
of  whom  had  lost  their  minds 
and  shouted  and  screamed 
gloulish  shrieks  at  night  and 
all  through  the  day. 

He  was  a  good  chess  player 
though,  and  it  was  this  that 
helped  him  get  himself  back 
together.  A  brother  named 
Earl  Simms  and  I  would  help 
him  by  playing  chess  and 
criticizing  his  scheming  after  a 
new  body,  and  we  would  laugh 
with  him  and  treat  him  kind. 


Just  at  the  time  when  Taylor 
was  almost  back  to  himself, 
guards  started  picking  at  him. 
Me,  Earl  Simms  and  Thomas 
Taylor  worked  together  at  the 
tag  plant  here  at  MSP.  What 
set  Taylor  back  and  lead  to  his 
death  Was  an  Uncle  Tom 
nigger  named  Captain 
Carey  +  who  had  put  in  over 
30  years  of  his  life  here  at  the 
prison  as  a  guard  and  was 
given  the  title  of  shop 
foreman.  This  job  went  to 
Carey's  head,  and  he 
demanded  the  maximum  of 
work  out  of  us,  while  he  never 
confronted  the  white 
prisoners.  We  warned  Carey 
several  times  not  to  press 
Taylor  because  Taylor  was 
sick  -  a  very  sick  man. 

Carey  wouldn't  listen.  He 
kept  pressing  Taylor.  Taylor 
walked  up  to  Carey  one  day 
with  a  knife  under  his  coat  and 
just  stared  into  Carey's  eyes. 
For  some  reason,  Taylor 
didn't  touch  hjm.  This 
evidently  worried  Carey  for  he 
seemed  to  have  lost  face.  The 
following  day  he  came  back 
and  asked  Taylor  if  he  thought 
he,  Carey,  was  afraid  of  him. 
Taylor  went  beserk!  He 
walked  up  to  Carey  and 
stabbed  him  in  the  neck  with  a 
foot-long  shank  that  was  as 
sharp  as  a  razor.  When  Taylor 
left  Carey,  he  did  so  only 
because  he  thought  he  was 
dead. 

When  the  guards  came, 
they  had  pistols,  etc.  They 
sent  everyone  inside  the  halls 
and  later  we  saw  them 
struggling  with  Taylor  and 
dragging  him  up  a  hill.  He  was 
laughing  and  fighting.  He  said, 

"I  know  you  m  are  going 

to  have  some  fun  with  me,  but 
1  don't  give  a  damn"  and  spat 
into  the  face  of  a  guard  ovsr 
6'3"  who  weighed  over  300  lbs. 
For  several  days,  loud  screams 
came  from  down  here  in 
Maximum  where  I  am  writing 
this  essay. 

Taylor  was  beaten  to  death. 
A  man  who  "worked  at  the 
hospital  saw  Taylor's  body  and 
said  that  all  his  teeth  were  out 
and  that  he  checked  Taylor's 
body  and  that  his  head,  arms 
and  legs  were  broken  and 
crushed.  "They"  said  that 
Thomas  Taylor's  death  was 
suicide,  that  he  hung  himself 


+  The  names  have  been 
changed. 


By  Kokayi  Sokoni  Allmayu 
Onyx  Staff 

Many  books  have  at- 
tempted to  expose  plans  of 
genocide  against  Blacks  in 
America.  Many  of  them  have 
fallen  far  short  of  their  marks 
to  be  looked  upon  as  fictional 
reading.  Such  is  not  the  case 
with  Samuel  Yette's  The 
Choice:  The  Issue  of  Black 
Survival  in  America. 

Mr.  Yette  deals  with  the 
reality  of  the  extermination  of 
the  Black  man  in  America  in  a 
very  factual  and  concrete 
manner.  His  research  and 
statistical  analysis  of  the 
historical  events  of  the  1960's 
and  early  1970's  expose 
various  governmental  at- 
tempts to  perpetrate  genocide 
against  the  Black  citizens  of 
America.  Perhaps  it  is  due  to 
Yette's  being  a  Newsweek 
correspondent  that  enables 
him  to  so  carefully  collect  and 
sort  the  facts  which  sub- 
stantiate his  position. 

Yette  calls  upon  these  facts 
when  he  labels  the  1960's  a 
"decade  of  pacification."  His 
analysis  of  the  1960's  clearly 
shows  that  the  pacification 
could  have  gone  in  the 
direction  of  liberation  for 
Blacks;  or  to  the  other  ex- 
treme of  liquidation,  a 
direction  which  is  clearly 
being  persued  in  the  1970's. 
He  clearly  shows  how  the  Civil 
Rights  Act  of  1964,  and  the 
"war  on  poverty,"  were  the 
major  tools  of  pacification  in 
the  sixties.  Yette  also  points 
out  that  the  hippie  movement, 
with  its  emphasis  on  anti-war 
and  anti-imperialist  themes, 
put  a  damper  on  the  plans  of 
the  ruling  class  to  exterminate 
Blacks  in  the  name  of 
"national  security."  His 
further  elaboration  on  the 
ideological  methods  of 
Puritanism,  Shriverism,  and 
Moynihanism,  exposed  the 
various  rationaligations  used 
by  the  ruling  class  to  exploit 
that  Black  poor. 

Analysis  of  repressive 
police  state  legislation, 
"scientific"  theories  declaring 
Black  inferiority,  and  the  U.S.  '. 


Rice  Cup  as  the  center  of 
power  and  prejudice  in 
America,  gives  legitimacy  to 
claims  of  genocide  by  Blacks, 
who  are  the  constant  targets 
of  oppression.  The  relative 
calm  and  intellectual  ease 
with  which  Yette  discusses 
concentration  camps  legalized 
by  the  McCarran  Act,  the 
Pentagon  computer  data  bank 
on  Black  activists,  the  un- 
constitutional acts  of  no- 
knock  search  and  seisure 
made  legal  through  the 
Omnibus  Crime  Legislation  of 
1970,  and  the  issues  of  forced 
abortion  and  sterilization  of 
Black  women,  takes  nothing 
away  from  the  dramatic  and 
gravely  serious  question  of 
Black  extermination  in 
America. 

To  quote  James  Fenimore 
Cooper: 

The  time  must  come  when 
American  slavery  shall  cease, 
and  when  (hat  day  shall  arrive 
(unless  early  and  effec(ual 
means  are  devised  (o  obvia(e 
it)  two  races  shall  exist  in  the 
same  region,  wbose  feelings 
will  be  embittered  by  inex- 


tinguishable hatred,  and  who 
carry  on  their  faces  and 
respective  stamps  of  their 
factions. 

The  struggle  that  will  follow 
will  necessarily  be  a  war  of 
extermination.  The  evil  day 
may  be  delayed,  but  can 
scarcely  be  averted.  • 

The  Choice,  is  refreshing  in 
that  it  does  not  become  en- 
tangled in  a  heavy  ideological 
stand.  This  should  be 
reassuring  to  those  of  you  who 
are  '"tired"  of  hearing 
"revolutionary  rhetoric." 
Instead,  The  Choice,  will  give 
you  an  insight  as  the  why  there 
is  a  need  for  action  by  Blacks. 
Hopefully,  you'll  develop  an 
ideology  as  a  result  of  reading 
and  understanding  the  facts 
which  elucidate  the  plight  of 
Blacks  in  America.  For  as  The 
Choice  points  out,  the 
"decade  of  pacification"  is 
over.  The  ruling  class,  not 
willing  to  concede  to 
liberation  for  Blacks,  has 
instituted  massive  programs  of 
extermination  and  genocide. 
The  question  is,  will  the  ruling 
class  plans  be  your  choice? 


ATTENTION  BLACK  STUDENTS 

The  following  b  the  normal  procedure  for  applying  for 
Financial  Aid.  To  insure  proper  handling  of  your  financial 
aid  forms,  the  application  must  be  on  file  in  the  Office  of 
Financial  Aid  no  later  than  the  last  day  of  school  preceedlng 
the  school  quarter  In  which  you  need  assistance.  For 
example,  if  you  will  be  out  of  school  thb  winter,  but  in  school 
this  spring  you  must  have  your  financial  aid  form  In  the 
Office  of  Financial  Aid  no  later  than  the  last  day  for  this 
quarter.  A  Parent's  confidential  Statement  (PCS)  should  be 
on  file  also. 

Sophomores  should  remind  their  parents,  when  filling  out 
their  income  lax  forms,  to  request  that  a  copy  of  the  form  is 
now  mandatory  for  the  completion  of  the  financial  aid 

process. 


BOSTON  BLACK  JOURNAL,  a  lively  new  literary, 
journal  that  takes  a  provocative  look  at  the  arts, 
politics  and  entertainment  in  Boston  will  soon  be  on 
sale  at  your  favorite  newsstand.  Pick  up  the  first 
issue  of  BOSTON  BLACK  JOURNAL  and  see 
Boston  from  a  different  perspective. 


The  Black  Students  Mass  Media  Alliance  (B.S.M.M.A.) 
meets  every  Friday  at  7:00  p.m.  on  the  second  floor  of  North- 
eastern's  African-American  Institute,  40  Leon  St. 


Looking  For  Something? 
Check  out  the  African-American 
Institute,  40  Leon  St.  What  you 
need  is  there.  The  Institute  is 
opened  Mon.  through  Fri.  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 


THE  BLACK-AMERICAN 
LAW  STUDENT 
ASSOCIATIONS  (BALSA)  IS 
HOLDING  ITS  ANNUAL 
LAW  DAY  ON  SAT.,  NOV. 
16,  AT  8:30  a.m.  THE  SITE 
OF  THE  AFFAIR  WILL  BE 
THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
SCHOOL  OF  LAW,  126 
NEWBURY  ST.,  BOSTON, 
MASS.  LAW  DAY  IS  PART 
OF  AN  ONGOING  AT- 
TEMPT  TO  RECRUIT 
MINORITY  STUDENTS 
INTO  THE  LEGAL 
PROFESSION.  RECRUIT- 
ERS  FROM  LAW  SCHOOLS 
ACROSS  THE  COUNTRY 
WILL  BE  ON  HAND  TO  AN- 
SWER  QUESTIONS  ABOUT 
THEIR  SCHOOLS  AND  TO 
INTERVIEW  INTERESTED 
STUDENTS.  THERE  WILL  t*** 
ALSO  BE  SEMINARS  CON- 
DUCTED  ON  THE  LSAT, 
ADMISSIONS  AND  AP:LI- 
CATION  PROCESS  AND 
FINANCIAL  AID. 


r-<n 
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Follow  map 
at  right 


THE  ONYX  NEEDS  YOU!!!  WRITERS,  ARTISTS, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS,  TYPISTS,  OR  JUST  PLAIN  OLD 
NICK  FOLKS.  CALL  THE  AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE  \T  437-3141  AND  ASK  FOR  BAH  BAU 
NANCE;  OK  LEAVE  INFORMATION  WITH  THE 
RECEPTIONIST. 

■ 
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matories."  What  does  that 
mean,  especially  in  light  of  the 
attitude  the  N.U.  police  have 
toward  black  students  and 
black  people?  To  what  hours 
will  the  dorm  patrol  be  in- 
creased? 

Another  demand  says,  'The 
University  make  a  public 
statement  of  commitment  to 
develop  programs  in  the  black 
community,  especially  the 
Mission  Hill  Projects."  A  sad 
fact  is  that  the  University  not 
only  makes  periodic 
statements  "of  commitment  to 
develop  programs  in  the  black 
community,"  but  through  The 
Boston  Globe  and  sundry 
educational  journals  actually 
says  that  it  is  actively  involved 
in  the  development  of 
programs  for  community  folk. 
The  demand  should  hold  the 
University  accountable  for  the 
statements .  it  has  already 
made.  To  make  a  statement 
could  involve  simply  repeating 
what  most  of  us  have  already 
heard  before,  like  Asa 
Knowles'  oft  used  welcome 
address  to  entering  freshmen. 
The  demand  also  fails  to  offer 
suggestions  (based  on  the 
pulse  beat  of  community 
leaders)  for  programs.  This 
should  have  been  done  prior 
to  the  appointment  of  a  "blue- 
ribbon  task  force."  who's  main 
purpose  --  if  it  does  not 
become  just  another  in- 
vestagory  vehicle  only  -- 
would  be  to  assess  the  need 
and  implementation  of  the 
suggested  programs  and-or 
offer  improvements. 

There  are  other  demands 
which  deserve  mention,  but 
space  here  is  limited. 

COUNTER  -  ATTACK, 
WHEREIN  THE 
UNIVERSITY  MOVES 
I  ROM  THE  DEFENSIVE  TO 
THE  OFFENSIVE:  There  was 
a  fleeting  moment  of  victory. 
The  University  officials  had 
accepted,  through  what  we 
might  suppose  is  the  im- 
peccable word  of  Dean  Ryder, 
all  of  the  black  student 
demands. 

Yet,  we  need  to  think 
"why?"  Was  Ryder  so  over- 
come with  emotion  that  black 
students  could  "act  like 
regular  people"  that  he 
yielded  in  a  moment  of  bliss? 
Were  black  students  par- 
ticularly lucky  to  catch  him  on 
one  of  his  "good  days?"  We 
would  have  to  check  his 
astrological  chart,  or  get  a 
reading  of  his  bio-rhythms 
before  we  could  answer  that. 
But  let's  just  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  Ryder  wasn't  all 
that  impressed  by  the 
demands,  nor  worried  about 
black  students  in  the  dean  of 
students  office,  yet  saw  a 
chance  to  shift  the  weight.  To, 
if  you  will,  move  the 
University  away  from  the 
focal  point.  He  would  need, 
however,  the  means  to  do 
that.  The  demands  provided 
just  such  a  means. 

Some  of  them  were  so 
vague  they  could  be  accepted 
post  haste,  with  little  concern 
about  the  possibility  of  N.U.'s 
image  ending  up  tarnished. 
Others  left  open  gaps  that  may 
involve  months  (years  if  the 
University  has  its  way)  of 
repetitious  work. 

When  questioned  by  an 
Onyx  reporter  a  couple  of 
weeks  back  as  to  why  the 
demands  have  not  been 
implemented  yet.  Ryder 
replied,  that  the  reason  the 
demands  have  not  yet  been 


implemented  is  because  he  is 
waiting  for  Dean  Ricks  and 
the  10  black  student 
representatives  to  present  him 
with  a  memorandum. 
Whatever  else  that  means,  it 
has  the  quality  of  diminishing 
the  University's  commitment 
to  work,  and  at  the  same  time 
increases  the  commitment  of 
black  students. 

Still  it  is  important  that 
whatever  research  is  needed 
to  prepare  the  memo  begin 
immediately.  To  be  sure  the 
quarter  is  nearing  an  end  and 
people  will  begin  Co-op  jobs, 
while  others  perhaps  less 
familiar  with  the  situation 
which  led  to  the  protest  will  be 
on  campus.  The  innovators  of 
the  Sit-In  should  see  it 
through. 

UPDATE-WHEREIN  THE 
BLACK  STUDENT 
DEMONSTRATION  OF 
OCT.  11TH  NETTED  A  SUM 
TOTAL  OF  MANDRILL: 
During  the  past  two  years 
there  has  been  many  demands 
placed  on  the  University  by 
black  students.  From  the  fall 
of  1972  to  the  present  there 
has  been,  for  instance, 
demands  for  better  quality 
food,  priority  given  to 
financial  aid,  fire  escapes  for 
White  Hall  Dormitory,  a  black 
Co-op  coordinator  for  every 
college,  the  formation  of  a 
committee  to  recruit  faculty, 
just  to  name  a  few.  The  new 
set  of  demands  take  on  a  new 
dimension,  however,  since 
concern  for  the  black  com- 
munity is  evidenced  by  some 
of  the  demands. 

The  earlier  demands, 
presented  in  the  fall  of  1972, 
are  still  unmet-except  for  the 
establishment  of  an  accredited 
Black    Studies  Department. 

There  are  reasons  to  believe 
that  the  current  demands  will 
follow  the  same  path  as  the 
earlier  ones  unless  something 
occurs.  That  something  is 
called  follow-up.  It  involves 
people  sitting  down-noteably 
the  10  black  student 
representatives  and  Dean 
Ricks  --  and  formulating  post 
demonstration  strategy.  A 
strategy  which  is  clear  in  its 
meaning  and  leaves  no  open 
ends. 

It  is  good  that  Mandrill  is 
coming,  it  is  good  that  a 
person  -  if  he  chooses  --  can 
now  major  in  Black  Studies. 
The  Black  Studies  Depart- 
ment was  not  handed  gift- 
wrapped  to  black  people  at 
N.U.  Rather  it  involved,  as 
Professor  Edelin  can  testify  to, 
months  of  hard  work.  Such  is 
the  nature  of  follow-up. 

It  would  be  tragic  if  the  sum 
total  of  the  Oct.  11th 
demonstration  is  Mandrill 
appearing  in  concert.  The 
group,  after  all,  will  be  back 
on  the  road  again  after  they 
have  been  paid.  But  we  will, 
for  the  most  part,  remain  at 
N.U.,  and  the  black  com- 
munity will  still  be  where  it  is 
after  we  have  given  Mandrill  a 
standing  ovation. 


niE  ONYX 
M'OI  OGIZES  FOR  NOT 
FE  \  I  I  RING  PART  TWO 
OF  THE  BLACK  COM- 
MUNITY AND  REVENUE 
SHARING,  IN  THIS 
ISSUE.  WILL  PICK  IT  UP 
IN  NEXT  ism  l  -i  ,1. 


Frederick  Douglass: 

If  there  is  no  STRUGGLE, 
(here  is  no  progress." 


submitted  to  the  People, 
by  the  Students  ol  the  African 
Diaspora  In  Unity  (SADU) 


Let  me  give  you  a  word  of  the  philosophy  of  reforms.  The  whole  history  of  the 
progress  of  human  liberty  shows  that  all  concessions  yet  made  to  her  august  claims 
have  been  borne  of  earnest  struggle.  The  conflict  has  been  exciting,  agitating,  all- 
absorbing,  and  for  the  time  putting  all  other  tulmults  to  silence.  It  must  do  this  or  it 
does  nothing.  If  there  is  no  struggle,  there  is  no  progress.  Those  who  profess  to 
favor  freedom,  and  yet  depreciate  agitation,  are  men  who  want  crops  without 
plowing  up  the  ground.  They  want  rain  without  thunder  and  lightning.  They  want 
the  ocean  without  the  awful  roar  of  it's  many  waters.  This  struggle  may  be  a  moral 
one;  or  it  may  be  a  physical  one;  or  it  may  be  both  moral  and  physical;  but  it  must 
be  a  struggle.  Power  concedes  nothing  without  demand.  It  never  did  and  it  never 
will.  Find  out  just  what  people  will  submit  to.  and  vou  have  found  out  the  exact 
amount  of  injustice  and  wrong  which  will  be  imposed  upon  them;  and  these  will 
continue  till  they  are  resisted  with  either  words  or  blows,  or  with  both.  The  limits  of 
tyrants  are  prescribed  by  the  endurance  of  those  whom  they  oppress.  In  the  light  of 
these  ideas,  Negroes  will  be  hunted  at  the  North,  and  held  and  flogged  at  the  South, 
so  long  as  they  submit  to  the  devilish  outrages,  and  make  no  resistance,  either 
moral  or  physical.  Men  may  not  get  all  they  pay  for  in  this  world;  but  they  must 
certainly  pay  for  all  they  get.  If  we  ever  get  free  from  all  the  oppressions  and 
wrongs  heaped  upon  us,  we  must  pay  for  their  removal.  We  must  do  this  by  labor, 
by  suffering,  by  sacrifice,  and  if  needs  be.  by  our  lives,  and  the  lives  of  others. 
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outlet  for  experiencing 
outdoor  activities  and  to  gain 
an  awareness  of  the  outdoors" 
Stevenson  said.  The  group's 
.  future  activities  include  winter 
camping,  back-pack  trips, 
canoeing,  biking,  and  lodge 
trips.  Interested  persons 
should  join  the  group  during 
Thursday  activity  hours  in 
room  105. 

This  year  marks  the 
beginning  of  another  effort  to 
bring  about  unification  of  all 
students  of  African  descent. 
The  Student  Organization  of 
Alkebu-lan  grew  out  of  a 
leadership  conference  held 
this  past  September.  "Students 
at  the  leadership  conference 
saw  that  there  was  a  need  for  a 
viable  Black  organization  for 
Black  students",  said  Fran- 
cenia  Le  Grand.  The  result 
was  Alkebu-lan  which  means 
"land  of  the  Blacks." 

Brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
group  are  now  trying  to  draw 
up  an  official  constitution  and 
form  the  foundations  for 
Alkebu-lan.  In  the  near  future, 
we  will  be  receiving  literature 
about  the  Student 
Organization  of  Alkebu-lan. 
Watch  for  it,  read  it  and 
become  involved. 

Kappa  Alpha  Psi  Fraternity, 
Incorporated 

Black  men  on  our  campus 
help  to  contribute  to  the 
growing  number  Of  men  in  the 
Kappa  Alpha  Psi  fraternity. 
The  fraternity  has  been  in 
existence  since  1911.  Our 
chapter,  Chi,  formed  in  1924 
was  one  of  the  first  Kappa 
chapters  in  America.  The 
chapter  was  formed  at  Boston 
University  but  within  the  last 
ten  years  has  become  city 
wide. 


Former  polemarch  James 
Loftman  says  that  being  a 
Kappa  has  "enstilled  a  need 
and  a  want  to  get  ahead;  to 
achieve  something  positive;  to 
contribute  to  society".  Eight 
brothers  from  MIT  share 
Jimmy's  feelings  and  are 
forming  another  chapter. 
Normally  pledging  begins  in 
February  for  membership  to 
the  Chi  Chapter. 

Omega  Psi  Phi  is  one  of  the 
city-wide  fraternities  for  Black 
men.  The  Gamma  Chapter  of 
Boston  has  been  in  existence 
since  1916  and  is  the  third  Cue 
chapter  to  be  formed.  One 
member,  Stafford  Knuckle, 
Jr.,  says  that  being  a  Cue  has 
given  him  a  better  outlook  on 
life  and  understand  what  is 
going  on  in  life.  Since 
becoming  a  Cue  he  has  come 
to  put  things  in  their  proper 
perspective-to  rationalize,  and 
realize  changes  that  are 
necessary  to  prepare  for  life. 

To  become  a  member  of 
Omega  Psi  Phi,  one  must 
pledge.  Each  year  in  February 
the  pledging  lines  are  formed. 
Currently  there  are  45 
members  of  the  Gamma 
Chapter.  These  brothers  have 
established  the  Kevin  Bush 
Memorial  Scholarship  Fund. 
In  order  to  be  eligible,  the 
applicant  must  show  financial 
need  and  have  a  3-0  average. 
For  further  information  about 
Omega  Psi  Phi  or  the 
scholarship,  please  contact 
any  of  the  Cues. 
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The  Onyx  will  continue  to 
updule  Ibis  list. 
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Top  Ten  Soul  Sounds 

1.  Do  It  Baby 

Miracles 

2.  Lei's  Siraighten  It  Out 

La  ti  more 

3.  Woman  To  Woman 

Shirley  Brown 

4.  Do  It  Till  You're  Satisfied 

B.T.  Express 

5.  Can't  Get  Enough  Of  Your  Love 

Barry  White 

6.  Sha  La  La 

Al  Green 

7.  Party  Down 

Little  Beaver 

8.  Virgin  Man 

Smokey  Robinson 

9.  Sugar  Pie  Guy 

Ttie  Jones 

10.  Papa  Don't  Take  No  Mess 

James  Brown 

Black  Expressions 
And  You 

By  Michael  (Hat)  Williams 
Poetry  Editor 

I'm  looking  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  with  the  Onyx  and 
Black  Expressions.  We  would 
like  to  invite  our  readers,  no 
matter  where  you  may  be  to 
submit  your  type  of  literary 
expressions  to  the  Onyx, 
whether  it  be  poems,  short 
stories,  etc.  Also,  in  light  of 
looking  at  our  situation  in 
America,  concerning  our 
social  and  economic  con- 
ditions, and  values,  as  people 
someiimes  during  the  cycle  of 
liberation  and  sum"?'  •-  we  let 
the  wrong  things  come  be- 
tween us. 

We  as  people  have  many 
beautiful  sisters,  but  it  has 
been  said  that  "beauty  alone 
will  not  free  us."  In  our 
communities  all  over 
America,  it  is  common 
practice  to  have  the  highest 
prices  and  lowest  quality,  to 
be  constantly  over-worked 
and  underpaid,  to  be  trapped 
in  low  paying  jobs  with  little 
hope  of  achievement. 

Whatever  we  do  should  be 
based  on  the  reality  of  the 
lives  we  live.  In  order  to  do 
that,  most  things  we  do  or  say 
must  be  diverted  towards 
fighting  racism,  and  im- 
perialism which  are  the 
foundation  of  our  oppression. 

No  leaders,  organizations, 
or  struggle  could  move  any 
place  without  the  support  of 
its  members.  Black  Ex- 
pressions would  like  to  en- 
courage our  readers  to 
contribute  whatever  they  can 
to  Black  Expressions. 

As  a  thought  for  Black 
Expressions,  there  is  a  "Price 
you  have  to  pay  to  be  free." 
And  we  |eel  here  at  Black 
Expressions  thai,  the  price  can 
be  paid  by  contributing  a  little 
with  what  you  can. 

Peace 


Black  Expressions  will  be 
back  next  week. 


Norlheuslern  s  Black  Lit- 
em rv  Guild  meets  every 
Sat.  ul  1  p.m.  al  the  African 

Institute. 


